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The most punitive era in American history reached its apex in the 1990s, but the trend has reversed in recent
years. Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System examines the factors
causing this dramatic turnaround. It relates and echoes the increasing need and desire on the part of actors in
the American government system to construct a penal system that is more rational and humane.

Author Garrick L. Percival points out that the prison boom did not naturally emerge as a governmental
response to increasing crime rates. Instead, political forces actively built and shaped the growth of a more
aggressive and populated penal system. He is optimistic that the shifting political forces surrounding crime
and punishment can now reform the system, explaining how current political actors can craft more
constructive and just policies and programs. The book shows how rationality and humanitarianism lead to a
penal system that imprisons fewer people, does less harm to the lives of individual offenders and those close
to them, and is less expensive to maintain.

The book presents empirical data to concretely demonstrate what is working and what is not in today’s penal
system. It closely examines policies and practices in Texas, Ohio, and California as comparative illustrations
on what progress has been made or needs to be made in penal systems across the United States. The book
includes a comprehensive discussion of highlighted issues, and relates more than two dozen interviews with
pivotal political actors who clarify why there is a major shift underway in the American penal system. Their
insights reveal paths that can be taken to improve the current penal system.
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From reader reviews:

Ramiro Alvarez:

The book Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking
at a book Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System being your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Smart on Crime: The Struggle to
Build a Better American Penal System. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Gayle Anderson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Smart on Crime: The
Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Carol Hamilton:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American
Penal System can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Edward Franco:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is actually Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal
System.
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