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Monitoring vegetation dynamics and land cover change in Kenya are essential for the sustainable
management of natural resources and biodiversity conservation. However, accurate status of seasonal
variation in vegetation and long-term land cover change data valid at the regional and country level generally
do not exist or are hard to obtain. Here, we describe the various ecological regions of Kenya and the
associated rainfall and land cover patterns of each ecological zone. This includes the use of low-resolution
satellite data time series to characterise for each ecoregion and land cover type the interannual variability of
the vegetation cycle, including the start-, mid- and end of the growing season. Seasonal variation in
vegetation phenology is mapped to highlight the areas of greatest interannual variation and compared to
rainfall patterns over the focal study period. Statistical estimates of land cover change are produced for six
broad classes for the years 1990, 2000 and 2010, based on detailed land cover change assessed by a
systematic sampling of high-resolution satellite imagery. Rates of change for Kenya are presented and
discussed in light of the low-resolution time series analysis. Results highlight information on land cover
change processes such as vegetation dynamics and deforestation. These are discussed within the context of
the drivers of changes to the natural ecosystem—their potential impact on land availability for human
activities such as agriculture and logging for timber and fire wood production on the one side and habitat and
biodiversity conservation on the other side. Finally, biodiversity and habitat value, ecosystems and threats
are analysed for Kenya’s conservation and protected areas so as to identify the status of and pressures on the
country’s protected areas. Six indicators of species irreplaceability, habitat irreplaceability and the level of
perceived threat to a protected area’s habitat and species from agriculture and human population are
analysed. In addition, high-resolution satellite images taken over conservation areas are used for assessing
land cover changes inside protected areas and in the surrounding 20km buffer zone. The results show the
importance and effectiveness of protected areas in reducing the loss of natural vegetation and hence
protecting the habitats and biodiversity.
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From reader reviews:

John Folsom:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Kenya: A Natural Outlook: Chapter
12. Vegetation (Developments in Earth Surface Processes) book as this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Donald Link:

The experience that you get from Kenya: A Natural Outlook: Chapter 12. Vegetation (Developments in
Earth Surface Processes) could be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more
you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Kenya: A Natural
Outlook: Chapter 12. Vegetation (Developments in Earth Surface Processes) giving you excitement feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Kenya: A Natural Outlook:
Chapter 12. Vegetation (Developments in Earth Surface Processes) instantly.

Christina Bishop:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
Kenya: A Natural Outlook: Chapter 12. Vegetation (Developments in Earth Surface Processes).

Tony Hogan:

The book untitled Kenya: A Natural Outlook: Chapter 12. Vegetation (Developments in Earth Surface
Processes) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language
is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was



authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
learn.
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