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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject Sociology - Gender Studies, grade: 2,0, University of
Bamberg, course: Family in the life course, language: English, abstract: This paper is written for the seminar
“Family Sociology”. The theme of “Family History” I chose, covers the main topics of marriage patterns and
a comparison of family and childhood issues of the past, to those of the present.
In this work I will point out the historical changes and regional differences on that what is called a “family”:

First up I will shortly illustrate the development of the European pattern from Greco-Roman times until now,
and I will introduce the main marriage patterns which are spread worldwide, namely the European pattern,
the Eastern European pattern and the Non-European pattern.
Then I will show how the meaning of family has changed. Not only is the structure another one compared to
former times, but also has something new been created: a period called “childhood” which is different from
the rest of the life course, regarding children no longer as smaller adults, but as something special.

The developments on family history go hand in hand to changes of society like the industrialization or the
creation of a welfare state.
Since normative standards declined marriage is just one possibility to live together, still the most common,
but steadily loosing importance. Meanwhile divorce rates have been increasing since the end of the
nineteenth century and contraceptive measures have been introduced.
So obviously this, what is called a family is more flexible than ever, creating the so called “patchwork-
family”, which may consist of one single parent and children, two spouses with children they have from a
former relationship with another person, or even a homosexual couple with children. Nowadays there is a
new tolerance for what is called a “family”. Usually talking about “family” today means referring to the
“nuclear family”.
According to Berger (2002, 6) the nuclear family consisting of a married couple and a child (or children),
was taken for granted in all societies of the West for the central institution of modern life, held to be superior
to any other family form long into the early decades of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Parker:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Familiy history: Historical changes and regional differences on
that what is called a "family".

Donald Hamann:

The book Familiy history: Historical changes and regional differences on that what is called a "family" can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Familiy history: Historical changes and regional differences on that what is
called a "family"? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Familiy history:
Historical changes and regional differences on that what is called a "family" has simple shape but you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Guadalupe McCoy:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Familiy history:
Historical changes and regional differences on that what is called a "family" suitable to you? The particular
book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Familiy history: Historical changes
and regional differences on that what is called a "family"is a single of several books this everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Christina Almonte:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you
a lot of new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of
various ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to



imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Familiy history: Historical changes and regional differences on that what is called a
"family", it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a guide.
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