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According to the prevailing view of counterinsurgency, the key to defeating insurgents is selecting methods
that will win the people’s hearts and minds. The hearts-and-minds theory permeates not only most
counterinsurgency books of the twenty-first century but  the U.S. Army/Marine Corps Counterinsurgency
Field Manual, the U.S. military’s foremost text on counterinsurgency. Mark Moyar assails this conventional
wisdom, asserting that the key to counterinsurgency is selecting commanders who have superior leadership
abilities. Whereas the hearts-and-minds school recommends allocating much labor and treasure to economic,
social, and political reforms, Moyar advocates concentrating resources on security, civil administration, and
leadership development.

Moyar presents a wide-ranging history of counterinsurgency, from the Civil War and Reconstruction to
Afghanistan and Iraq, that draws on the historical record and interviews with hundreds of counterinsurgency
veterans, including top leaders in today’s armed forces. Through a series of case studies, Moyar identifies the
ten critical attributes of counterinsurgency leadership and reveals why these attributes have been much more
prevalent in some organizations than others. He explains how the U.S. military and America’s allies in
Afghanistan and Iraq should revamp their personnel systems in order to elevate more individuals with those
attributes.

A Question of Command will reshape the study and practice of counterinsurgency warfare. With
counterinsurgency now one of the most pressing issues facing the United States, this book is a must-read for
policymakers, military officers, and citizens.
(20090901)
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Osborne:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide A Question of Command:
Counterinsurgency from the Civil War to Iraq (Yale Library of Military History) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

James Hibner:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A Question of Command: Counterinsurgency
from the Civil War to Iraq (Yale Library of Military History) book written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still skepticism A Question of Command: Counterinsurgency from the Civil War to Iraq (Yale Library of
Military History) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that
can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Alice Navarro:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The A Question of Command: Counterinsurgency from the Civil War to Iraq (Yale Library of Military
History) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Debra Becnel:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide A Question of Command: Counterinsurgency from the Civil War to Iraq
(Yale Library of Military History) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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