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America is mired in debt—more than $30,000 for every man, woman, and child. Bitter fighting over deficits,
taxes, and spending bedevils Washington, D.C., even as partisan gridlock has brought the government to the
brink of default. Yet the more politicians on both sides of the aisle rant and the citizenry fumes, the more
things seem to remain the same.
 
In White House Burning, Simon Johnson and James Kwak—authors of the national best seller 13 Bankers
and cofounders of The Baseline Scenario, a widely cited blog on economics and public policy—demystify
the national debt, explaining whence it came and, even more important, what it means to you and to future
generations. They tell the story of the Founding Fathers’ divisive struggles over taxes and spending. They
chart the rise of the almighty dollar, which makes it easy for the United States to borrow money. They
account for the debasement of our political system in the 1980s and 1990s, which produced today’s
dysfunctional and impotent Congress. And they show how, if we persist on our current course, the national
debt will harm ordinary Americans by reducing the number of jobs, lowering living standards, increasing
inequality, and forcing a sudden and drastic reduction in the government services we now take for granted.
 
But Johnson and Kwak also provide a clear and compelling vision for how our debt crisis can be solved
while strengthening our economy and preserving the essential functions of government. They debunk the
myth that such crucial programs as Social Security and Medicare must be slashed to the bone. White House
Burning looks squarely at the burgeoning national debt and proposes to defuse its threat to our well-being
without forcing struggling middle-class families and the elderly into poverty.
 
Carefully researched and informed by the same compelling storytelling and lucid analysis as 13 Bankers,
White House Burning is an invaluable guide to the central political and economic issue of our time. It is
certain to provoke vigorous debate.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Reed:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book White House Burning:
The Founding Fathers, Our National Debt, and Why It Matters to You. All type of book are you able to see
on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Hannah Norton:

White House Burning: The Founding Fathers, Our National Debt, and Why It Matters to You can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing White House Burning: The Founding Fathers, Our National Debt, and Why It Matters to You
nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial thinking.

Judith Judd:

This White House Burning: The Founding Fathers, Our National Debt, and Why It Matters to You is great
guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we
can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having White House Burning: The Founding Fathers, Our National Debt, and Why It
Matters to You in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it
is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Brenda Hedstrom:

Beside that White House Burning: The Founding Fathers, Our National Debt, and Why It Matters to You in
your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have White House Burning: The
Founding Fathers, Our National Debt, and Why It Matters to You because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that



will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from
now!
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