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The ancient Romans' story down to 264 B.C. can be made credible by stripping away their later myths and
inventions to show how their national character shaped their destiny.

After many generations of scholarly study, consensus is clear: the account in writers like Livy is not to be
trusted because their aims were different from ours in history-writing. They wanted their work to be both
improving and diverting. It should grow out of the real past, yes, but if that reality couldn't be recovered, or
was uncertain, their art did not forbid invention. It more than tolerated dramatic incidents, passions, heroes,
heroines, and villains. If, however, all this resulting ancient fiction and adornment are pruned away, a
national character can be seen in the remaining bits and pieces of credible information, to explain the
familiar story at least in its outlines.

To doubt the written sources has long been acceptable, but this or that detail or narrative section must always
be left for salvage by special pleading. To press home the logic of doubt is new. To reach beyond the written
sources for a better support in excavated evidence is no novelty; but it is a novelty, to find in archeology the
principal substance of the narrative—which is the choice in this book. To use this in turn for the discovery of
an ethnic personality, a Roman national character, is key and also novel.

What is repeatedly illustrated and emphasized here is the distance traveled by the art or craft of
understanding the past—"history" in that sense—over the course of the last couple of centuries. The art
cannot be learned, because it cannot be found, through studying Livy and Company. Readers who care about
either of the two disciplines contrasted, Classics and History, may find this argument of interest.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Davis:

This The Earliest Romans: A Character Sketch book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific
The Earliest Romans: A Character Sketch without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Earliest Romans: A Character Sketch can bring
whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Earliest Romans: A Character Sketch having fine
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Armando Ceballos:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this The Earliest Romans: A
Character Sketch.

Irving Hansen:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
The Earliest Romans: A Character Sketch.

Stacey Samuels:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Earliest Romans: A
Character Sketch that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Earliest Romans: A Character Sketch become
your personal starter.
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