
Polarization and the Politics of Personal
Responsibility

Mark D. Brewer, Jeffrey M. Stonecash

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B01289SARK
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B01289SARK
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B01289SARK


Polarization and the Politics of Personal Responsibility

Mark D. Brewer, Jeffrey M. Stonecash

Polarization and the Politics of Personal Responsibility Mark D. Brewer, Jeffrey M. Stonecash
Contemporary American politics is highly polarized, and it is increasingly clear that this polarization exists
at both the elite and mass levels. What is less clear is the source of this polarization. Social issues are
routinely presented by some as the driver of polarization, while others point to economic inequality and class
divisions. Still others single out divisions surrounding race and ethnicity, or gender, or religion as the
underlying source of the deep political divide that currently exists in the United States. All of these
phenomena are undoubtedly highly relevant in American politics, and it is also beyond question that they
represent significant cleavages within the American polity. We argue, however, that disagreement over a
much more fundamental matter lies at the foundation of the polarization that marks American politics in the
early 21st century. That matter is personal responsibility. Some Americans fervently believe that an
individuals lot in life is primarily if not exclusively his or her own responsibility. Opportunity is widespread
in American society, and individuals succeed or fail based on their own talents and efforts. Society greatly
benefits from such an arrangement, and as such government policies should support and reward individual
initiative and responsibility. Other Americans see personal responsibility-while fine in theory-as an unjust
organizing principle for contemporary American society. For these Americans, success or failure in life is far
too often not the result of personal effort but of large forces well beyond the control of the individual.
Opportunity is not widespread, and is by no means equally available to all Americans. In light of these basic
facts of American life, it is the responsibility of the state to step in and implement policies that alleviate
inequality and assist those who fail by no fault of their own. These basic differences surrounding the idea of
personal responsibility are what separate Republicans and Democrats, conservatives and liberals, in
contemporary American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Salas:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Polarization
and the Politics of Personal Responsibility is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

David Creason:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer could be Polarization and the Politics of Personal Responsibility why because the excellent cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.

Bryan Foxworth:

The book untitled Polarization and the Politics of Personal Responsibility contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author
gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Marjorie Calhoun:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Polarization and the Politics of
Personal Responsibility can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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