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A much-needed study on plant galls – growths on plants formed of plant tissue that are caused by other
organisms.

Most naturalists have come across oak apples, robin’s pincushions, marble galls and witches’ brooms, a few
of the more familiar examples of the strange growths that are plant galls. They are beautiful, often bizarre
and colourful, and amazingly diverse in structure and in the organisms which cause them. They have been
known since ancient times and have attracted superstitions and folk customs. Both the ancient Greeks and the
Chinese used them in herbal medicine, and until well into the nineteenth century, they had a variety of
commercial uses: important for dyeing cloth, tanning leather and for making ink.

Knowledge of gall types increased during the late nineteenth century and throughout the twentieth century as
more species were described and their structure became more clearly understood, and yet even today, little is
known about the mechanisms that cause gall formation as well as the life cycles of the organisms that initiate
gall growth. Since most galls do not cause any economic damage to crop plants, research funding has
traditionally been sparse in this area. However, the insect cycles and gall structures are amazing examples of
the complexity of nature.

Margaret Redfern explores these fascinating complexities in this New Naturalist volume, providing much-
needed insight into the variety of galls of different types caused by a wide range of organisms including
fungi, insects and mites. She discusses the ecology of galls more generally and focuses on communities of
organisms within galls, the evolution and distribution of galls, as well as human and historical perspectives.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gines:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Plant Galls (Collins New Naturalist Library, Book 117).

Marjorie Brown:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Plant Galls (Collins New Naturalist
Library, Book 117) to read.

Livia Wilder:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Plant Galls (Collins New Naturalist Library, Book 117).

Elmer Dooley:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Plant Galls
(Collins New Naturalist Library, Book 117) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Plant Galls
(Collins New Naturalist Library, Book 117) become your personal starter.
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