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In 1940, Japan was into its third year of war with China, and relations with the United States were
deteriorating, but it was a heady time for the Japanese nonetheless. That year, the Japanese commemorated
the 2,600th anniversary of the founding of the Empire of Japan. According to the imperial myth-history,
Emperor Jimmu, descended from the Sun Goddess Amaterasu, established the "unbroken imperial line" in
660 BCE.

In carefully choreographed ceremonies throughout the empire, through new public monuments, with visual
culture, and through heritage tourism, the Japanese celebrated the extension of imperial rule under the 124th
emperor, Hirohito. These celebrations, the climactic moment for the ideology that was central to modern
Japan's identity until the imperial cult's legitimacy was bruised by defeat in 1945, are little known outside
Japan.

Imperial Japan at Its Zenith, the first book in English about the 2,600th anniversary, examines the themes of
the celebration and what they tell us about Japan at mid-century. Kenneth J. Ruoff emphasizes that wartime
Japan did not reject modernity in favor of nativist traditionalism. Instead, like Nazi Germany and Fascist
Italy, it embraced reactionary modernism. Ruoff also highlights the role played by the Japanese people in
endorsing and promoting imperial ideology and expansion, documenting the significant grassroots support
for the cult of the emperor and for militarism.

Ruoff uses the anniversary celebrations to examine Japan's invention of a national history; the complex
relationship between the homeland and the colonies; the significance of Imperial Japan's challenge to Euro-
American claims of racial and cultural superiority; the role of heritage tourism in inspiring national pride;
Japan's wartime fascist modernity; and, with a chapter about overseas Japanese, the boundaries of the
Japanese nation. Packed with intriguing anecdotes, incisive analysis, and revelatory illustrations, Imperial
Japan at Its Zenith is a major contribution to our understanding of wartime Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Benedict:

The book Imperial Japan at Its Zenith: The Wartime Celebration of the Empire's 2,600th Anniversary
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Imperial Japan at Its Zenith: The Wartime Celebration of the Empire's 2,600th Anniversary (Studies of
the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University)? Several of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Imperial Japan at Its Zenith: The Wartime Celebration of the Empire's 2,600th
Anniversary (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Wesley Binns:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Imperial Japan at Its Zenith: The
Wartime Celebration of the Empire's 2,600th Anniversary (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute,
Columbia University) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Billy Golden:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Imperial Japan at Its Zenith: The
Wartime Celebration of the Empire's 2,600th Anniversary (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute,
Columbia University) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Jesus Allgood:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Imperial Japan at Its Zenith: The Wartime Celebration
of the Empire's 2,600th Anniversary (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University)
can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and



make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Imperial Japan at Its Zenith: The Wartime
Celebration of the Empire's 2,600th Anniversary (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia
University).
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