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As an anthropology student studying with Franz Boas, Zora Neale Hurston recorded African American
folklore in rural central Florida, studied hoodoo in New Orleans and voodoo in Haiti, talked with the last ex-
slave to survive the Middle Passage, and collected music from Jamaica. Her ethnographic work would serve
as the basis for her novels and other writings in which she shaped a vision of African American Southern
rural folk culture articulated through an antiracist concept of culture championed by Boas: culture as plural,
relative, and long-lived. Meanwhile, a very different antiracist model of culture learned from Robert Park's
sociology allowed Richard Wright to imagine African American culture in terms of severed traditions,
marginal consciousness, and generation gaps. In A Genealogy of Literary Multiculturalism, Christopher
Douglas uncovers the largely unacknowledged role played by ideas from sociology and anthropology in
nourishing the politics and forms of minority writers from diverse backgrounds. Douglas divides the history
of multicultural writing in the United States into three periods. The first, which spans the 1920s and 1930s,
features minority writers such as Hurston and D'Arcy McNickle, who were indebted to the work of Boas and
his attempts to detach culture from race. The second period, from 1940 to the mid-1960s, was a time of
assimilation and integration, as seen in the work of authors such as Richard Wright, Jade Snow Wong, John
Okada, and Ralph Ellison, who were influenced by currents in sociological thought. The third period focuses
on the writers we associate with contemporary literary multiculturalism, including Toni Morrison, N. Scott
Momaday, Frank Chin, Ishmael Reed, and Gloria Anzaldúa. Douglas shows that these more recent writers
advocated a literary nationalism that was based on a modified Boasian anthropology and that laid the
pluralist grounds for our current conception of literary multiculturalism.Ultimately, Douglas's "unified field
theory" of multicultural literature brings together divergent African American, Asian American, Mexican
American, and Native American literary traditions into one story: of how we moved from thinking about
groups as races to thinking about groups as cultures—and then back again.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

Inside other case, little people like to read book A Genealogy of Literary Multiculturalism. You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book A Genealogy
of Literary Multiculturalism. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Daniel Grinder:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide A Genealogy of Literary
Multiculturalism will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Ollie Waymire:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Genealogy of Literary
Multiculturalism which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Jerri Montgomery:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually A Genealogy of Literary
Multiculturalism.
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