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War Blacks is the extraordinary story of New Zealand's national sport and The Great War, and the effect
each had on the other. Published to coincide with the 125th anniversary of the founding of the NZ Rugby Football
Union.

Rugby and war have played major roles in the forging of a national New Zealand identity. This is the story of
where both met, on the hot sands of Egypt and the muddy fields of Britain and France during World War I.
War Blacks presents for the first time the stories of more than 90 men who had been, were, or would be All
Blacks and their 1914-18 wartime service, wearing the double silver fern of the New Zealand Expeditionary
Force or the badges of other nations.

While first-class and senior rugby in New Zealand came to a halt as the war progressed – "fit to play, fit to
fight" – the game played an important role in the recreation and morale of our troops. The mighty rivalry
between the All Blacks and the Springboks can be traced to this period. When the "Invincibles" were touring
the Northern Hemisphere in 1924-25, the ex-soldiers in the team made a point of visiting the battlefields they
had fought on only a few years earlier, as well as the graves of their fallen comrades.

Arguably the most famous of the New Zealand player-soldiers was Dave Gallaher, captain of the "Originals"
All Blacks in 1905, who lost his life in 1917 at Passchendaele. He was one of 13 All Blacks killed in action
during WWI. Others were wounded and left suffering the effects of active service for the rest of their lives.
But amongst those who played after the war was Maurice Brownlie, one of the greatest forwards the game
has seen.

War Blacks is the moving - and at times humorous - story of our national sport and The Great War, and the
effect each had on the other.
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From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book War Blacks: The extraordinary story of New
Zealand's WWI All Blacks seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide War Blacks: The extraordinary story of
New Zealand's WWI All Blacks is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship while using book War Blacks: The extraordinary story of New Zealand's WWI All Blacks. You
never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Cornelius Ryerson:

This War Blacks: The extraordinary story of New Zealand's WWI All Blacks book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This particular War Blacks: The extraordinary story of New Zealand's WWI All
Blacks without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't always be worry War Blacks: The extraordinary story of New Zealand's WWI All Blacks can bring
once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even phone. This War Blacks: The extraordinary story of New Zealand's WWI All Blacks
having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Victor Hubbard:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this War Blacks: The extraordinary story of New Zealand's WWI All Blacks,
you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a book.

Cindy Mattis:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you



have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The War Blacks: The
extraordinary story of New Zealand's WWI All Blacks provide you with new experience in reading through a
book.
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