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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of
Rostock (Institut für Anglisitk und Amerikanistik), course: African American Plays of the 1960s, 23 entries
in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Dutchman was first presented at the Cherry Lane Theatre in
New York in 1964. As the best Off-Broadway Play it gained an Obie-Award the same year and was made
into a film in 1967 which made it widely known.2 Later, Dutchman was internationally successful because
of being produced and performed in other metropolises like Paris, Berlin and Spoleto (Italy). Being Baraka’s
most widely acclaimed play, which is often regarded as his break through and the break through of African
American theatre, it convinces up to now and gives occasion for discussions about its intentions and its
historical background. It is titled as […] a triumph of stagecraft, a model two-acter whose economy and
handling of pace and denouement were not to be doubted.3

Although the play was generally well received4, it provoked critical controversy amongst its audience as
well5. Dutchman was performed for a dual audience. Initially, it played to primarily white audiences until
Baraka moved it to the black audiences of Harlem6. For both, it was something new: The white audience
was confronted with a new type of black man because up to now they had just known the nigger minstrel
who was harmless and acceptable to them because he was de-sexed, trapped in a role which combined self-
mockery with an endearing musicality7. The Negro is not presented as a primitive African savage8 anymore.
For the black people, precisely for the black non-reading audiences of the lower classes, it was the first time
to be confronted with theatre.
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From reader reviews:

Georgianna Menendez:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Success of
Amiri Baraka's Play Dutchman suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this
era. The actual book untitled The Success of Amiri Baraka's Play Dutchmanis the one of several books in
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world with this book.

John Merritt:

The Success of Amiri Baraka's Play Dutchman can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Success of Amiri Baraka's Play Dutchman
however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Nolan Russell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Success of Amiri Baraka's Play Dutchman why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Dona Henry:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Success of Amiri Baraka's Play Dutchman
can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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