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The translation of Goethe’s "Prose Maxims" now offered to the public is the first attempt that has yet been
made to present the greater part of these incomparable sayings in English. In the complete collection they are
over a thousand in number, and not more perhaps than a hundred and fifty have already found their way into
our language, whether as contributions to magazines here and in America, or in volumes of miscellaneous
extract from Goethe’s writings. Some are at times quoted as though they were common literary property. To
say that they are important as a whole would be a feeble tribute to a work eloquent for itself, and beyond the
need of praise; but so deep is the wisdom of these maxims, so wide their reach, so compact a product are
they of Goethe’s wonderful genius, that it is something of a reproach to literature to find the most of them
left untranslated for the sixty years they have been before the world. From one point of view, the neglect they
have suffered is in no way surprising: they are too high and severe to be popular so soon; and when they
meet with a wide acceptance as with other great works, much of it will rest upon authority. But even for the
deeper side of his writings, Goethe has not been denied a fair measure of popular success. No other author of
the last two centuries holds so high a place, or, as an inevitable consequence, has been attacked by so large
an army of editors and commentators; and it might well be supposed by now that no corner of his work, and
least of all one of the best, had remained almost unnoticed, and to the majority unknown. Many of these
maxims were early translated into French, but with little success; and even in Germany it was only so late as
the year 1870 that they appeared in a separate form, with the addition of some sort of critical comment and a
brief explanation of their origin and history.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Arwood:

The event that you get from Maxims and Reflections could be the more deep you looking the information
that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Maxims and Reflections giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this particular Maxims and Reflections instantly.

William McNally:

This book untitled Maxims and Reflections to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Kathryn Patterson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Maxims and
Reflections.

Jason Caldwell:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Maxims and Reflections can make you experience more interested to read.
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