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Human progress and prosperity depend on a peaceful environment, and most people have always sought to
live in peace, yet our perception of the past is dominated too often by a narrative that is obsessed with war. In
this ground breaking study, former Guardian journalist John Gittings demolishes the myth that peace is dull
and that war is in our genes, and opens an alternative window on history to show the strength of the case for
peace which has been argued from
ancient times onwards.

Beginning with a new analysis of the treatment of peace in Homer's Iliad, he explores the powerful
arguments against war made by classical Chinese and Greek thinkers, and by the early Christians. Gittings
urges us to pay more attention to Erasmus on the Art of Peace, and less to Machiavelli on the Art of War.
The significant shift in Shakespeare's later plays towards a more peace-oriented view is also explored.

Gittings traces the growth of the international movement for peace from the Enlightenment to the present
day, and assesses the inspirational role of Tolstoy and Gandhi in advocating non-violence. Bringing the story
into the twentieth century, he shows how the League of Nations in spite of its "failure" led to high hopes for
a stronger United Nations, but that real chances for peace were missed in the early years of the cold war.

And today, as we approach the centenary of the First World War, Gittings argues that, instead of being
obsessed by a new war on terror, we should be focusing our energies on seeking peaceful solutions to the
challenges of nuclear proliferation, conflict and extremism, poverty and inequality, and climate change.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Oliver:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Glorious Art of Peace:
From the Iliad to Iraq? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Gloria Duncan:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Glorious
Art of Peace: From the Iliad to Iraq suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled The Glorious Art of Peace: From the Iliad to Iraqis the one of several books
that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this
book.

Beth French:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide The Glorious Art of Peace: From the Iliad to Iraq was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Dwight Hancock:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the The Glorious Art of Peace: From the Iliad to Iraq when you desired it?
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