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In the wake of the September 11 attacks, the U.S. government adopted a series of counterterrorism policies
that radically altered the prevailing balance between civil liberties and security. These changes allowed for
warrantless domestic surveillance, military commissions at Guantanamo Bay and even extralegal
assassinations. Now, more than a decade after 9/11, these sharply contested measures appear poised to
become lasting features of American government. What do Americans think about these policies? Where do
they draw the line on what the government is allowed to do in the name of fighting terrorism? Drawing from
a wealth of survey and experimental data, Whose Rights? explores the underlying sources of public attitudes
toward the war on terror in a more detailed and comprehensive manner than has ever been attempted.

In an analysis that deftly deploys the tools of political science and psychology, Whose Rights? addresses a
vexing puzzle: Why does the counterterrorism agenda persist even as 9/11 recedes in time and the threat
from Al Qaeda wanes? Authors Clem Brooks and Jeff Manza provocatively argue that American opinion,
despite traditionally showing strong support for civil liberties, exhibits a “dark side” that tolerates illiberal
policies in the face of a threat. Surveillance of American citizens, heightened airport security, the Patriot Act
and targeted assassinations enjoy broad support among Americans, and these preferences have remained
largely stable over the past decade. There are, however, important variations: Waterboarding and torture
receive notably low levels of support, and counterterrorism activities sanctioned by formal legislation, as
opposed to covert operations, tend to draw more favor. To better evaluate these trends, Whose Rights?
examines the concept of “threat-priming” and finds that getting people to think about the specter of terrorism
bolsters anew their willingness to support coercive measures. A series of experimental surveys also yields
fascinating insight into the impact of national identity cues. When respondents are primed to think that
American citizens would be targeted by harsh counterterrorism policies, support declines significantly. On
the other hand, groups such as Muslims, foreigners, and people of Middle Eastern background elicit
particularly negative attitudes and increase support for counterterrorism measures. Under the right
conditions, Brooks and Manza show, American support for counterterrorism activities can be propelled
upward by simple reminders of past terrorism plots and communication about disliked external groups.

Whose Rights? convincingly argues that mass opinion plays a central role in the politics of contemporary
counterterrorism policy. With their clarity and compelling evidence, Brooks and Manza offer much-needed
insight into the policy responses to the defining conflict of our age and the psychological impact of terrorism.
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From reader reviews:

Miguel Philip:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled Whose
Rights?: Counterterrorism and the Dark Side of American Public Opinion? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Fern Barron:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Whose Rights?: Counterterrorism and the Dark Side of American Public
Opinion book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer involving Whose Rights?: Counterterrorism and the Dark Side of American Public Opinion
content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Whose Rights?:
Counterterrorism and the Dark Side of American Public Opinion is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

William Pak:

The event that you get from Whose Rights?: Counterterrorism and the Dark Side of American Public
Opinion is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Whose Rights?: Counterterrorism
and the Dark Side of American Public Opinion giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this Whose Rights?: Counterterrorism and the Dark Side of American
Public Opinion instantly.

Jerry Ingle:

Beside that Whose Rights?: Counterterrorism and the Dark Side of American Public Opinion in your phone,
it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Whose Rights?: Counterterrorism and the Dark Side of
American Public Opinion because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often



have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!
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