
The House Servant's Directory: An African
American Butler's 1827 Guide (Dover African-

American Books)
Robert Roberts

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00A426E3Q
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00A426E3Q
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00A426E3Q


The House Servant's Directory: An African American Butler's
1827 Guide (Dover African-American Books)

Robert Roberts

The House Servant's Directory: An African American Butler's 1827 Guide (Dover African-American
Books) Robert Roberts
"In order to get through your work in proper time, you should make it your chief study to rise early in the
morning; for an hour before the family rises is worth more to you than two after they are up."
So begins Robert Roberts' The House Servant's Directory, first published in 1827 and the standard for
household management for decades afterward. A classic survey of work, home life, and race relations in
early America, the book was the result of many years of Roberts' personal and professional experiences. One
of the first books written by an African-American and published by a commercial press, this manual for
butlers and waiters offers keen insight into the social milieu, hierarchy, and maintenance of the antebellum
manor.
As a servant to a prominent New England family, Roberts provided valuable insights into what was expected
of domestic servants. His book contains an abundance of instructions for successfully completing household
chores as well as suggestions for properly cleaning furniture and clothing; and for buying, preparing, and
serving food and drink for dinner parties of all sizes (much of which is still useful information today). The
text also contains suggestions for arranging servants' work routines, and advice to heads of families on how
best to manage their domestic help -- extraordinary recommendations for master-servant relationships and
highly unusual for the time.
Among the most famous of etiquette books to provide instruction on proper behavior for domestic servants
in the early nineteenth century, Roberts' Directory remains a critical primary source in sociology and
African-American history.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Spencer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The House Servant's Directory: An African American Butler's 1827
Guide (Dover African-American Books). Try to make book The House Servant's Directory: An African
American Butler's 1827 Guide (Dover African-American Books) as your good friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the
past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Diane Gibbons:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
House Servant's Directory: An African American Butler's 1827 Guide (Dover African-American Books)
suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled The
House Servant's Directory: An African American Butler's 1827 Guide (Dover African-American Books)is a
single of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world within this book.

Billy Benitez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The House Servant's Directory: An African American Butler's 1827
Guide (Dover African-American Books) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Hattie Leclair:

This The House Servant's Directory: An African American Butler's 1827 Guide (Dover African-American
Books) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this The House Servant's Directory: An African American
Butler's 1827 Guide (Dover African-American Books) can be the light food in your case because the



information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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