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As the son of Mary Queen of Scots, born into her 'bloody nest', James had the most precarious of childhoods.
Even before his birth, his life was threatened: it was rumoured that his father, Henry, had tried to make the
pregnant Mary miscarry by forcing her to witness the assassination of her supposed lover, David Riccio. By
the time James was one year old, Henry was murdered, possibly with the connivance of Mary; Mary was in
exile in England; and James was King of Scotland. By the age of five, he had experienced three different
regents as the ancient dynasties of Scotland battled for power and made him a virtual prisoner in Stirling
Castle. In fact, James did not set foot outside the confines of Stirling until he was eleven, when he took
control of his country. But even with power in his hands, he would never feel safe. For the rest of his life, he
would be caught up in bitter struggles between the warring political and religious factions who sought
control over his mind and body. Yet James believed passionately in the divine right of kings, as many of his
writings testify. He became a seasoned political operator, carefully avoiding controversy, even when his
mother Mary was sent to the executioner by Elizabeth I. His caution and politicking won him the English
throne on Elizabeth's death in 1603 and he rapidly set about trying to achieve his most ardent ambition: the
Union of the two kingdoms. Alan Stewart's impeccably researched new biography makes brilliant use of
original sources to bring to life the conversations and the controversies of the Jacobean age. From James's
'inadvised' relationships with a series of favourites and Gentlemen of the Bedchamber to his conflicts with a
Parliament which refused to fit its legislation to the Monarch's will, Stewart lucidly untangles the intricacies
of James's life. In doing so, he uncovers the extent to which Charles I's downfall was caused by the cracks
that appeared in the monarchy during his father's reign.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Sedillo:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Cradle King: A Life of James VI & I.

Cheryl Estrella:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Cradle King: A Life of James VI & I
will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Geneva Milbourn:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The Cradle King: A Life of James VI & I as the daily resource
information.

Shelly Sampson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this The Cradle King: A Life of James VI & I, you could tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.
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