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• Thousands of Africans head to China each year to buy cell phones, auto parts, and other products
that they will import to their home countries through a clandestine global back channel.
 
• Hundreds of Paraguayan merchants smuggle computers, electronics, and clothing across the border
to Brazil.
 
• Scores of laid-off San Franciscans, working without any licenses, use Twitter to sell home-cooked
foods.
 
• Dozens of major multinationals sell products through unregistered kiosks and street vendors around
the world.
 
When we think of the informal economy, we tend to think of crime: prostitution, gun running, drug
trafficking. Stealth of Nations opens up this underground realm, showing how the worldwide informal
economy deals mostly in legal products and is, in fact, a ten-trillion-dollar industry, making it the second-
largest economy in the world, after that of the United States.
 
Having penetrated this closed world and persuaded its inhabitants to open up to him, Robert Neuwirth makes
clear that this informal method of transaction dates back as far as humans have existed and traded, that it
provides essential services and crucial employment that fill the gaps in formal systems, and that this
unregulated market works smoothly and effectively, with its own codes and unwritten rules.
 
Combining a vivid travelogue with a firm grasp on global economic strategy—along with a healthy dose of
irreverence and skepticism toward conventional perceptions—Neuwirth gives us an eye-opening account of
a world that is always operating around us, hidden in plain sight.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Harvey:

This Stealth of Nations: The Global Rise of the Informal Economy book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Stealth of Nations: The Global Rise of the Informal Economy without we realize
teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Stealth
of Nations: The Global Rise of the Informal Economy can bring if you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Stealth of
Nations: The Global Rise of the Informal Economy having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Geneva Ricks:

The reason why? Because this Stealth of Nations: The Global Rise of the Informal Economy is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Kristin Sayler:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Stealth of Nations: The Global Rise of the Informal Economy was filled in relation
to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Jeffrey Channell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Stealth of Nations: The Global Rise of the Informal Economy when you essential it?
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