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In this provocative and wide-ranging study, Douglas Mao argues that a profound tension between veneration
of human production and anxiety about production's dangers lay at the heart of literary modernism. Focusing
on the work of Virginia Woolf, Wyndham Lewis, Ezra Pound, and Wallace Stevens, Mao shows that
modernists were captivated by physical objects, which, regarded as objects, seemed to partake of a utopian
serenity beyond the reach of human ideological conflicts. Under a variety of historical pressures, Mao
observes, these writers came to revere the making of such things, and especially the crafting of the work of
art, as the surest guarantee of meaning for an individual life. Yet they also found troubling contradictions
here, since any kind of making, be it handicraft or mass production, could also be understood as a violation
of the nonhuman world by an increasingly predatory and imperialistic subjectivity. If modernists began by
embracing production as a test of meaning, then they frequently ended by testing production itself and
finding it wanting.

To make this case, Mao interweaves social and political history with readings in literature, the visual arts,
philosophy, and economics. He explores modernism's relation to aestheticism, existentialism, and the culture
of consumption, joining current debates on the politics of engagement and the social meanings of art. And he
shows conclusively, in this elegantly written and consistently surprising work, that we cannot understand the
theories and practices of modernism without addressing the question of the object and production's
ambivalent allure.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Solid Objects:
Modernism and the Test of Production suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Solid Objects: Modernism and the Test of Productionis the main of several
books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide.
This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented
of the world in this book.

Bradley Loy:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book Solid Objects: Modernism and the Test of Production it is extremely good
to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

John McKenzie:

The book untitled Solid Objects: Modernism and the Test of Production contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Al Fraire:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By the book Solid Objects: Modernism and the Test of Production we can acquire more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
time book Solid Objects: Modernism and the Test of Production. You can more attractive than now.
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