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This volume represents the culmination of an extensive research project that studied the development of
linguistic form/function relations in narrative discourse. It is unique in the extent of data which it analyzes--
more than 250 texts from children and adults speaking five different languages--and in its crosslinguistic,
typological focus. It is the first book to address the issue of how the structural properties and rhetorical
preferences of different native languages--English, German, Spanish, Hebrew, and Turkish--impinge on
narrative abilities across different phases of development.

The work of Berman and Slobin and their colleagues provides insight into the interplay between shared,
possibly universal, patterns in the developing ability to create well-constructed, globally organized narratives
among preschoolers from three years of age compared with school children and adults, contrasted against the
impact of typological and rhetorical features of particular native languages on how speakers express these
abilities in the process of "relating events in narrative."

This volume also makes a special contribution to the field of language acquisition and development by
providing detailed analyses of how linguistic forms come to be used in the service of narrative functions,
such as the expression of temporal relations of simultaneity and retrospection, perspective-taking on events,
and textual connectivity. To present this information, the authors prepared in-depth analyses of a wide range
of linguistic systems, including tense-aspect marking, passive and middle voice, locative and directional
predications, connectivity markers, null subjects, and relative clause constructions. In contrast to most work
in the field of language acquisition, this book focuses on developments in the use of these early forms in
extended discourse--beyond the initial phase of early language development.

The book offers a pioneering approach to the interactions between form and function in the development and
use of language, from a typological linguistic perspective. The study is based on a large crosslinguistic
corpus of narratives, elicited from preschool, school-age, and adult subjects. All of the narratives were
elicited by the same picture storybook,Frog, Where Are You?, by Mercer Mayer. (An appendix lists related
studies using the same storybook in 50 languages.) The findings illuminate both universal and language-
specific patterns of development, providing new insights into questions of language and thought.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Powers:

The book Relating Events in Narrative: A Crosslinguistic Developmental Study can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Relating Events
in Narrative: A Crosslinguistic Developmental Study? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Relating Events in Narrative: A Crosslinguistic Developmental Study has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Floyd Hatfield:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is
this Relating Events in Narrative: A Crosslinguistic Developmental Study.

Janice Evans:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Relating Events in
Narrative: A Crosslinguistic Developmental Study which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

Anthony Bankston:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve Relating Events in Narrative: A Crosslinguistic Developmental
Study was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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