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In 1997 the United States accepted more legal immigrants than all other countries combined. This large
influx of newcomers, however, has alarmed many Americans. Immigration is a controversial issue because it
intersects with the most contentious issues of our time: multiculturalism, bilingualism, unemployment,
crime, etc. Opinion polls since 1965 show that a strong majority want to reduce immigration. Yet our
government has refused to respond to the public's wish. In 1996, Congress scuttled a proposal to reduce
immigration by a third. (Earlier, in 1990, Congress voted to increase immigration by a whopping 40 percent.)
This is all the more surprising because the United States has had no qualms about severely restricting
immigration in the past.

Kenneth Lee explains why recent immigration policy has failed to reflect the public opinion by approaching
the question from a broad, historical outlook, and from a focused, contemporary perspective. He traces
several momentous historical changes that have abetted the pro-immigration block and weakened the
restrictionists' clout (mainly, the rise of conservative economics in the 1970s and the growing racial
liberalism in America). He also examines immigration policy on a micro-level: detailing the intense lobbying
that went on for the 1990 and 1996 immigration bills, and he also shows how unlikely players as, for
example, Christian Coalition's Ralph Reed, helped defeat the restrictionist bill in 1996.
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From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

The book Huddled Masses, Muddled Laws: Why Contemporary Immigration Policy Fails to Reflect Public
Opinion (History; 62) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the good thing like a book Huddled Masses, Muddled Laws: Why Contemporary Immigration
Policy Fails to Reflect Public Opinion (History; 62)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book Huddled Masses, Muddled Laws: Why Contemporary Immigration Policy
Fails to Reflect Public Opinion (History; 62) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Tracy Gardiner:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Huddled Masses, Muddled
Laws: Why Contemporary Immigration Policy Fails to Reflect Public Opinion (History; 62) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said
as the means for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Huddled
Masses, Muddled Laws: Why Contemporary Immigration Policy Fails to Reflect Public Opinion (History;
62) become your starter.

James Sweeney:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need
more time to be study. Huddled Masses, Muddled Laws: Why Contemporary Immigration Policy Fails to
Reflect Public Opinion (History; 62) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those
short extra time problems.

Felecia Holst:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes reading, not
only science book but additionally novel and Huddled Masses, Muddled Laws: Why Contemporary
Immigration Policy Fails to Reflect Public Opinion (History; 62) or others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication



was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to include their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Huddled Masses, Muddled
Laws: Why Contemporary Immigration Policy Fails to Reflect Public Opinion (History; 62) to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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