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Muckrakers — a term coined in 1906 by President Theodore Roosevelt — referred to American journalists,
novelists and critics who, in the early 20th century, attempted to expose corruption in politics and the abuses
of big business. One publication spearheading these exposés was McClures Magazine, and Ida Tarbell was
the writer whose dramatic revelations eventually lead to effective regulation of the Standard Oil Company.
Her story, serialized by McClure's in 1902 and 1903, tells the history of John D. Rockefeller's company. The
first major industrial monopoly in the U.S., Standard Oil, in 1901, was the largest corporation in the country,
and at its peak, controlled as much as eighty-five percent of oil refining in America. But with all his wealth
and power, Rockfeller could not protect himself from Tarbell. Her story of the company, which became a
model for militant journalists in the future, managed to place the blame for increasingly commercialized
American ideals and practical behavior at Rockefeller's doorstep. Combining descriptions of his business
practices with his personal characteristics and even his physical appearance, Tarbell created an image of a
cunning and ruthless person — a picture that not even decades of Rockefeller philanthropy were able to
dispel. This edition (the "briefer version" of her book; the original was more than 800 pages.) makes a great
muckraking classic much more accessible to readers. As such, it will be invaluable to students and teachers
of American economic history and a fascinating read for anyone interested in the muckraking era and the
days of unregulated big business.
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From reader reviews:

James Nadler:

This The History of the Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of The History of the Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version without we realize
teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry The
History of the Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The History of the
Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Omar Stewart:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The History of the
Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Amy Rodriguez:

The History of the Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The History of
the Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Terrance Pitt:

This The History of the Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version is fresh way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The
History of the Standard Oil Company: Briefer Version can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially



this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this
e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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