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During his winning presidential campaign, Barack Obama promised to counter rising economic inequality
and revitalize America’s middle-class through a series of wide-ranging reforms. His transformational agenda
sought to ensure affordable healthcare; reform the nation’s schools and make college more affordable;
promote clean and renewable energy; reform labor laws and immigration; and redistribute the tax burden
from the middle class to wealthier citizens. The Wall Street crisis and economic downturn that erupted as
Obama took office also put U.S. financial regulation on the agenda. By the middle of President Obama’s first
term in office, he had succeeded in advancing major reforms by legislative and administrative means. But a
sluggish economic recovery from the deep recession of 2009, accompanied by polarized politics and
governmental deadlock in Washington, DC, have raised questions about how far Obama’s promised
transformations can go. Reaching for a New Deal analyzes both the ambitious domestic policy of Obama’s
first two years and the consequent political backlash—up to and including the 2010 midterm elections.

Reaching for a New Deal opens by assessing how the Obama administration overcame intense partisan
struggles to achieve legislative victories in three areas—health care reform, federal higher education loans
and grants, and financial regulation. Lawrence Jacobs and Theda Skocpol examine the landmark health care
bill, signed into law in spring 2010, which extended affordable health benefits to millions of uninsured
Americans after nearly 100 years of failed legislative attempts to do so. Suzanne Mettler explains how
Obama succeeded in reorienting higher education policy by shifting loan administration from lenders to the
federal government and extending generous tax tuition credits. Reaching for a New Deal also examines the
domains in which Obama has used administrative action to further reforms in schools and labor law. The
book concludes with examinations of three areas—energy, immigration, and taxes—where Obama’s efforts
at legislative compromises made little headway.

Reaching for a New Deal combines probing analyses of Obama’s domestic policy achievements with a big
picture look at his change-oriented presidency. The book uses struggles over policy changes as a window
into the larger dynamics of American politics and situates the current political era in relation to earlier
pivotal junctures in U.S. government and public policy. It offers invaluable lessons about unfolding political
transformations in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Gutierrez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book called
Reaching for a New Deal: Ambitious Governance, Economic Meltdown, and Polarized Politics in Obama's
First Two Years? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other
opinion?

Kevin Williams:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Reaching for a New Deal: Ambitious Governance, Economic Meltdown,
and Polarized Politics in Obama's First Two Years can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Patrick Bodin:

Exactly why? Because this Reaching for a New Deal: Ambitious Governance, Economic Meltdown, and
Polarized Politics in Obama's First Two Years is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want
to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Vickie Flores:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Reaching for a New Deal:
Ambitious Governance, Economic Meltdown, and Polarized Politics in Obama's First Two Years reserve
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Reaching for a New Deal: Ambitious Governance, Economic
Meltdown, and Polarized Politics in Obama's First Two Years as good book not only by the cover but also



from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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