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The winter had dragged by, sad and sombre, in our old country-house of Pokrovski. The weather had been
cold, and so windy that the snow was often piled high above our windows; the panes were almost always
cloudy with a coating of ice; and throughout the whole season we were shut in, rarely finding it possible to
go out of the house. It was very seldom that any one came to see us, and our few visitors brought neither joy
nor cheerfulness to our house. They all had mournful faces, spoke low, as if they were afraid of waking some
one, were careful not to laugh, sighed and often shed tears when they looked at me, and above all at the sight
of my poor Sonia in her little black frock. Everything in the house still savored of death; the affliction, the
horror of the last agony yet reigned in the air. Mamma’s chamber was shut up, and I felt a painful dread and
yet an irresistible longing to peep furtively into the chill, desolate place as I passed it every night on my way
to bed. I was at this time seventeen years old, and the very year of her death Mamma had intended to remove
to the city, in order to introduce me into society. The loss of my mother had been a great sorrow to me; but I
must confess that to this grief had been added another, that of seeing myself—young, beautiful as I heard
from every one that I was,—condemned to vegetate during a second winter in the country, in a barren
solitude. Even before the end of this winter, the feeling of regret, of isolation, and, to speak plainly, of ennui,
had so gained upon me that I scarcely ever left my own room, never opened my piano, and never even took a
book in my hand. If Macha urged me to occupy myself with something I would reply: “I do not wish to, I
cannot,” and far down in my soul a voice kept asking: “What is the use? Why ‘do something’—no matter
what—when the best of my life is wearing away so in pure loss? Why?” And to this “Why?” I had no answer
except tears.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Davis:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Katia as the daily resource information.

Jeanie Hynes:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Katia provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Lola Hernandez:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Katia can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Courtney Osteen:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book Katia
we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
at this time book Katia. You can more appealing than now.
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