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In the first half of the twentieth century, Americans' intense concern with sex crimes against children led to a
wave of public discussion, legislative action, and criminal prosecution. Stephen Robertson provides the first
large-scale, long-term study of how American criminal courts dealt with the prosecution of sexual violence
against children.

Robertson describes how the nineteenth-century approach to childhood as a single phase of innocence began
to shift at the end of the century to include several stages of childhood development, prompting reformers to
create legal categories such as statutory rape and carnal abuse to protect children. However, while ordinary
New Yorkers' involvement in the prosecution of those offenses reshaped their understandings of who was a
child and produced a new concern to establish the age of their sexual partners, their beliefs in childhood
innocence and in a concept of sexuality centered on sexual intercourse remained unchanged. As a result,
families' use of the law and jurors' decisions ultimately diminished the protection the new laws offered to
children. Robertson's study, based on the previously unexamined files of the New York County district
attorney's office, reveals the importance of child sexuality and sex crimes in twentieth-century American
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since
just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and
Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History) to read.

Geraldine Carlson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal
Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History) can be good book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Charles Whittaker:

Exactly why? Because this Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New York City,
1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Luther Jensen:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New
York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like



today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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