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Who were Roman authors writing for? Only a minority of the population was fully literate and books were
very expensive, individually hand-written on imported papyrus. So does it follow that great poets and prose
authors like Virgil and Livy, Ovid and Petronius, were writing only for the cultured and the privileged? It is
this modern consensus that is challenged in this volume.

In an ambitious overview of a thousand years of history, from the formation of the city-state of Rome to the
establishment of a fully Christian culture, T. P. Wiseman examines the evidence for the oral delivery of
'literature' to mass public audiences. The treatment is chronological, utilizing wherever possible
contemporary sources and the close reading of texts. Wiseman sees the history of Roman literature as an
integral part of the social and political history of the Roman people, and draws
some very unexpected inferences from the evidence that survives. In particular, he emphasizes the
significance of the annual series of 'stage games' (ludi scaenici), and reveals the hitherto unexplored common
ground of literature, drama, and dance. Direct, accessible, and clearly written, The Roman
Audience provides a fundamental reinterpretation of Roman literature as part of the historical experience of
the Roman people, making it essential reading for all Latinists and Roman historians.
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Sanchez:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Roman Audience:
Classical Literature as Social History. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

John Buckner:

The particular book The Roman Audience: Classical Literature as Social History will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Roman Audience: Classical Literature as
Social History is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Josette Roscoe:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Roman Audience:
Classical Literature as Social History is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

James Rodriguez:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Roman Audience: Classical Literature as
Social History can make you really feel more interested to read.
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