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A renowned authority on East Africa examines the effects of witchcraft beliefs on African culture, politics,
and family life.

Encounters with Witchcraft is a personal story of a young man’s fascination with African witchcraft
discovered first in a trek across East Africa and the Congo. The story unfolds over four decades during the
author’s long residence in and many trips to Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. As a field researcher he learns
from villagers what it is like to live with witches, and how witches are seen through African eyes. His
teachers are healers, cult leaders, witch-hunters and self-proclaimed “witches” as well as policemen,
politicians and judges.

A key figure is Mohammadi Lupanda, a frail village woman whose only child has died years before. In her
dreams, however, she believes the little girl is not dead, but only lost in the fields. Mohammadi is discovered
wandering at night, wailing and calling out for the child. Her neighbors are terror-stricken and she is quickly
brought to a village trial and banished as a witch. The author is able to watch and listen to the proceedings
and later investigate the deeper story. He discovers mysteries about Mohammadi that are only solved when
he returns to the village three decades later.

Today, witch-hunting and witchcraft-related crimes are found in more than seventy developing countries.
Epidemics of violence against alleged witches, mainly women, but including elders of both genders, and
even children is on the increase in some parts of the world. Witchcraft beliefs may lie behind vigilante
murders, political assassinations, revenge killings and commercial murders for human body parts.

Through African voices the author addresses key questions. Do witchcraft powers exist? Why does
witchcraft persist? What are its historic roots? Why is witchcraft-based violence so often found within
families? Does witchcraft serve as a hidden legal and political system, a mafia-like under-government? The
author holds up a mirror for us to think about religious beliefs in our own experience that rely heavily on
myth and superstition.

Norman N. Miller is one of America’s early African specialists, living in the eastern region intermittently
since 1960, first as a correspondent, then as a university teacher, researcher, documentary filmmaker, and as
an adviser to African governments and two United Nations agencies. He has written or edited six books and
dozens of articles on topics such as Kenya’s political history, African wildlife management, HIV/AIDS
policy, and traditional medicine. As a documentary filmmaker he produced the Faces of Change, a 26 film
series which includes five films on Kenya. He holds a PhD from Indiana University in political science and
African studies and a certificate in Swahili from UCLA. He is married to Judith von D. Miller, author of Art
in East Africa and they make their home in Norwich, Vermont. He has taught part-time at Dartmouth
College since 1980.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Vandyke:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Encounters with Witchcraft: Field Notes from Africa. Try to stumble
through book Encounters with Witchcraft: Field Notes from Africa as your good friend. It means that it can
to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Fred Garza:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Encounters with Witchcraft:
Field Notes from Africa will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence
if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited
book with you?

Nathan Strong:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Encounters with Witchcraft: Field Notes from Africa why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.

Sylvia Grable:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Encounters with Witchcraft: Field Notes from Africa can make you feel more interested to
read.
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