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"Disknowledge": knowing something isn't true, but believing it anyway. In Disknowledge: Literature,
Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England, Katherine Eggert explores the crumbling state
of learning in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Even as the shortcomings of Renaissance humanism
became plain to see, many intellectuals of the age had little choice but to treat their familiar knowledge
systems as though they still held. Humanism thus came to share the status of alchemy: a way of thinking
simultaneously productive and suspect, reasonable and wrongheaded.

Eggert argues that English writers used alchemy to signal how to avoid or camouflage pressing but
discomfiting topics in an age of rapid intellectual change. Disknowledge describes how John Donne, George
Herbert, Henry Vaughan, John Dee, Christopher Marlowe, William Harvey, Helkiah Crooke, Edmund
Spenser, and William Shakespeare used alchemical imagery, rhetoric, and habits of thought to shunt aside
three difficult questions: how theories of matter shared their physics with Roman Catholic transubstantiation;
how Christian Hermeticism depended on Jewish Kabbalah; and how new anatomical learning acknowledged
women's role in human reproduction. Disknowledge further shows how Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, and
Margaret Cavendish used the language of alchemy to castigate humanism for its blind spots and to invent a
new, posthumanist mode of knowledge: writing fiction.

Covering a wide range of authors and topics, Disknowledge is the first book to analyze how English
Renaissance literature employed alchemy to probe the nature and limits of learning. The concept of
disknowledge—willfully adhering to something we know is wrong—resonates across literary and cultural
studies as an urgent issue of our own era.
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From reader reviews:

Priscilla McCreary:

This Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England are generally
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Disknowledge:
Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England can be among the great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information
that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Disknowledge:
Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Paul Hardy:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of
Humanism in Renaissance England giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Paul Smith:

Beside this specific Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England
in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of
Humanism in Renaissance England because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right now!

James Holmes:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of
Humanism in Renaissance England was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England has many



kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in
which.
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