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The nearly ten-month struggle for Petersburg, Virginia, is well known to students of the Civil War.
Surprisingly few readers, however, are aware that Petersburg’s citizens felt war’s hard hand nearly a week
before the armies of Grant and Lee arrived on their doorstep in the middle of June 1864. Distinguished
historian William Glenn Robertson rectifies this oversight with the publication of The First Battle for
Petersburg in a special revised Sesquicentennial edition.

During his ill-fated Bermuda Hundred Campaign, Maj. Gen. Benjamin Butler in late May took note of the
“Cockade City’s” position astride Richmond’s railroad lifeline and its minuscule garrison. When two
attempts to seize the city and destroy the bridges over the Appomattox River failed, Butler mounted an
expedition to Petersburg on June 9. Led by Maj. Gen. Quincy Gillmore and Brig. Gen. August Kautz, the
Federal force of 3,300 infantry and 1,300 cavalry appeared large enough to overwhelm Brig. Gen. Henry
Wise’s paltry 1,200 Confederate defenders, one-quarter of which were reserves that included several
companies of elderly men and teenagers. The attack on the critical logistical center, and how the
Confederates managed to hold the city, is the subject of Robertson’s groundbreaking study. Ironically,
Butler’s effort resulted in Gen. P. G. T. Beauregard’s decision to slightly enlarge Petersburg’s
garrison—troops that may have provided the razor-thin margin of difference when the head of the Army of
the Potomac appeared in strength six days later.

The First Battle for Petersburg describes the strategy, tactics, and generalship of the Battle of June 9 in full
detail, as well as the impact on the city’s citizens, both in and out of the ranks. Robertson’s study is grounded
in extensive primary sources supported by original maps and photos and illustrations. It remains the most
comprehensive analysis of the June 9 engagement of Petersburg’s “old men and young boys.”

Petersburg itself has never forgotten the sacrifices of its citizens on that summer day 150 years ago, and
continues to honor their service with an annual commemoration. Once you read Dr. Robertson’s The First
Battle for Petersburg: The Attack and Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864, you will understand why.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Bell:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book The First Battle for Petersburg: The Attack and Defense of the
Cockade City, June 9, 1864 was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The First Battle for Petersburg: The Attack and
Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864 is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
e-book. Try to make relationship with the book The First Battle for Petersburg: The Attack and Defense of
the Cockade City, June 9, 1864. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Susan Demar:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The First Battle for Petersburg: The
Attack and Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864 is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

James Holmes:

Often the book The First Battle for Petersburg: The Attack and Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate
the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book
The First Battle for Petersburg: The Attack and Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864 is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Ann Conley:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The First Battle for Petersburg:
The Attack and Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864 to make your own reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like
to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication The First Battle for Petersburg: The Attack and
Defense of the Cockade City, June 9, 1864 can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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