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Located near the southern edge of the Pennsylvania anthracite, the town of St. Clair in the early half of the
19th century seemed to be perfectly situated to provide fuel to the iron and steel industry that was the heart
of the Industrial Revolution in America. It was a time of unprecedented promise and possibility for the
region, and yet, in the years between 1830 and 1880, only grandiose illusions flourished there. St. Clair itself
succumbed early on to a devastating economic blight, one that would in time affect anthracite mining
everywhere.
 
In this dramatic work of social history, Anthony F. C. Wallace re-creates St. Clair in those years when
expectations collided with reality, when the coal trade was in chronic distress, exacerbated by the epic battles
between the forces of labor and capital. As he did in his Bancroft Prize-winning Rockdale, Wallace uses
public records and private papers to reconstruct the operation of an anthracite colliery and the life of a
working-man’s town totally dependent upon it. He describes the labor hierarchy of the collieries, the
communal spirit that sprang up in the outlying mine patches, the polyglot immigrant life in the taverns and
churchs, and the workingmen’s societies that provided identity to the miners and gave relief to families in
distress. He examines the birth of the first effective miners’ union and documents the escalating antagonism
between Irish immigrant workers—mostly Catholic—and the Protestant middle classes who owned the
collieries.
 
Wallace reveals the blindness, greed, and self-congratulation of the mine owners and operators. These
“heroes” of the entrepreneurial wars disregarded geologists’ warnings that the coal seams south of St. Clair
were virtually inaccessible and, at best, extremely costly to mine, and then blamed their economic woes on
the lack of a high tariff on imported British iron. To cut costs, they ignored the most basic and safety
engineering practices and then blamed “the careless miner” and “Irish hooligans” for the catastrophic
accidents that resulted. In thrall to a great dream of wealth and power, they plunged ahead to bankruptcy
while the miners paid with their lives.
 
St. Clair is a rich and illuminating work of scholarship—an engrossing portrait of a disaster-prone industry (a
portrait that stands as a sober warning to the nuclear-power industry) and of the tragic hubris of a ruling class
that brough ruin upon a Pennsylvania coal town at a crucial moment in its history. 
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From reader reviews:

Paul Cockrell:

Inside other case, little people like to read book St. Clair. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important the book St. Clair. You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Christopher Mueller:

This book untitled St. Clair to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when
you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Angel Jones:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book St.
Clair. Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Lynda Alford:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the St. Clair when you necessary it?
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