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In 1955, Ngo Dinh Diem organized an election to depose chief-of-state Bao Dai, after which he proclaimed
himself the first president of the newly created Republic of Vietnam. The United States sanctioned the results
of this election, which was widely condemned as fraudulent, and provided substantial economic aid and
advice to the RVN. Because of this, Diem is often viewed as a mere puppet of the United States, in service of
its Cold War geopolitical strategy. That narrative, Jessica M. Chapman contends in Cauldron of Resistance,
grossly oversimplifies the complexity of South Vietnam's domestic politics and, indeed, Diem's own political
savvy.

Based on extensive work in Vietnamese, French, and American archives, Chapman offers a detailed account
of three crucial years, 1953-1956, during which a new Vietnamese political order was established in the
south. It is, in large part, a history of Diem's political ascent as he managed to subdue the former Emperor
Bao Dai, the armed Hoa Hao and Cao Dai religious organizations, and the Binh Xuyen crime organization. It
is also an unparalleled account of these same outcast political powers, forces that would reemerge as
destabilizing political and military actors in the late 1950s and early 1960s.

Chapman shows Diem to be an engaged leader whose personalist ideology influenced his vision for the new
South Vietnamese state, but also shaped the policies that would spell his demise. Washington's support for
Diem because of his staunch anticommunism encouraged him to employ oppressive measures to suppress
dissent, thereby contributing to the alienation of his constituency, and helped inspire the organized
opposition to his government that would emerge by the late 1950s and eventually lead to the Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

The book Cauldron of Resistance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, and 1950s Southern Vietnam (The
United States in the World) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the good thing like a book Cauldron of Resistance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, and
1950s Southern Vietnam (The United States in the World)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Cauldron of Resistance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, and 1950s Southern
Vietnam (The United States in the World) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Steven Resnick:

This Cauldron of Resistance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, and 1950s Southern Vietnam (The United
States in the World) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Cauldron of Resistance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, and 1950s Southern Vietnam
(The United States in the World) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Cauldron of Resistance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, and
1950s Southern Vietnam (The United States in the World) forcing you to have an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Enrique Hayes:

You will get this Cauldron of Resistance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, and 1950s Southern Vietnam
(The United States in the World) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Catharine Rosol:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.



Through the book Cauldron of Resistance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, and 1950s Southern Vietnam
(The United States in the World) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be
creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with this book Cauldron of Resistance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States,
and 1950s Southern Vietnam (The United States in the World). You can more attractive than now.
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