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Walt Whitman has long been regarded as the quintessential American bard, the poet who best represents all
that is distinctive about life in the United States. Whitman himself encouraged this view, but he was also
quick to remind his readers that he was an unlikely candidate for the office of national poet, and that his
working-class upbringing and radical take on human sexuality often put him at odds with American culture.
While American literary history has tended to credit Whitman with having invented the persona of the
national outsider as the national bard, Edward Whitley recovers three of Whitman's contemporaries who
adopted similar personae: James M. Whitfield, an African American separatist and abolitionist; Eliza R.
Snow, a Mormon pioneer and women's leader; and John Rollin Ridge, a Cherokee journalist and Native-
rights advocate.

These three poets not only provide a counterpoint to the Whitmanian persona of the outsider bard, but they
also reframe the criteria by which generations of scholars have characterized Whitman as America's poet.
This effort to resituate Whitman's place in American literary history provides an innovative perspective on
the most familiar poet of the United States and the culture from which he emerged.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Hendrix:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is
this American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other Unlikely Candidates for National Poet.

Paula Jackson:

The publication with title American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other Unlikely Candidates for National Poet
has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Adam Youngblood:

Beside this kind of American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other Unlikely Candidates for National Poet in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other
Unlikely Candidates for National Poet because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Cedric Barnett:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book American Bards: Walt Whitman and Other Unlikely Candidates for National Poet. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.
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