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Teaching Spirits offers a thematic approach to Native American religious traditions. Through years of living
with and learning about Native traditions across the continent, Joseph Epes Brown learned firsthand of the
great diversity of the North American Indian cultures. Yet within this great multiplicity, he also noticed
certain common themes that resonate within many Native traditions. These themes include a shared sense of
time as cyclical rather than linear, a belief that landscapes are inhabited by spirits, a rich oral tradition, visual
arts that emphasize the process of creation, a reciprocal relationship with the natural world, and the rituals
that tie these themes together. Brown illustrates each of these themes with in-depth explorations of specific
native cultures including Lakota, Navajo, Apache, Koyukon, and Ojibwe.
Brown was one of the first scholars to recognize that Native religions-rather than being relics of the past-are
vital traditions that tribal members shape and adapt to meet both timeless and contemporary needs. Teaching
Spirits reflects this view, using examples from the present as well as the past. For instance, when writing
about Plains rituals, he describes not only building an impromptu sweat lodge in a Denver hotel room with
Black Elk in the 1940s, but also the struggles of present-day Crow tribal members to balance Sun Dances
and vision quests with nine-to-five jobs.
In this groundbreaking work, Brown suggests that Native American traditions demonstrate how all
components of a culture can be interconnected-how the presence of the sacred can permeate all lifeways to
such a degree that what we call religion is integrated into all of life's activities. Throughout the book, Brown
draws on his extensive personal experience with Black Elk, who came to symbolize for many the richness of
the imperiled native cultures. This volume brings to life the themes that resonate at the heart of Native
American religious traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Reid:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Teaching Spirits:
Understanding Native American Religious Traditions? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have other opinion?

Mary Flynn:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be Teaching Spirits: Understanding Native American Religious Traditions
why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Gregory Rivera:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Teaching Spirits: Understanding Native American Religious Traditions can make
you experience more interested to read.

Donald Barber:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Teaching Spirits: Understanding Native American Religious Traditions when you required it?
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