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This book studies several of Mark Helprin’s novels in terms of their relation to Dante’s Divine Comedy. The
authors demonstrate that A Soldier of the Great War, In Sunlight and in Shadow, and Winter’s Tale
substantially correspond to, respectively, Dante’s Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. The author himself has
acknowledged his debt to Dante and references to the Comedy appear throughout his works. It is not that
Helprin’s novels track their Dantean antecedents slavishly, or even follow the structure of the Canticles
explicitly. Rather, the central arguments of Dante’s three works are taken up by Helprin in his novels. In
adopting Dante’s essentially Platonic doctrine of mediation, Helprin’s characters are fully instantiated human
beings who also mediate and reveal the divine.

In his engagement with Dante, Helprin affirms the core philosophical, theological and psychological
arguments of the Comedy, and then modifies those arguments in a distinctly modern way. Specifically,
Helprin focuses on human freedom as the necessary precondition for justice to exist, both for individuals and
for societies. In the final chapter of the book, the authors turn to Helprin’s Freddy and Fredericka. In this
novel, Helprin both assumes Dante’s argument, and then radically alters it, by pointing to the possibility of a
just regime on earth, rather than one that exists merely in heaven. While accepting much of Dante’s
metaphysical argument, Helprin shows the virtues of liberal democracy as that form of political regime that
is most able to unite human eros with eternal principles. In the end, Helprin’s novels are remarkable for the
way in which they advocate for ancient virtues, while insisting upon the distinctly modern liberal account of
human freedom as the necessary foundation for human flourishing.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Jones:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Recollecting
Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the
Other Starsis the one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in
the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Alan Sours:

The book untitled Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That
Moves the Sun and the Other Stars is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of
the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Recollecting Dante's Divine
Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Brooke Gafford:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That
Moves the Sun and the Other Stars offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Robert Denney:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The
Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of



this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book.
That's why this book suitable all of you.
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