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Before the hydrogen bomb indelibly associated radioactivity with death, many chemists, physicians,
botanists, and geneticists believed that radium might hold the secret to life. Physicists and chemists early on
described the wondrous new element in lifelike terms such as “decay” and “half-life,” and made frequent
references to the “natural selection” and “evolution” of the elements. Meanwhile, biologists of the period
used radium in experiments aimed at elucidating some of the most basic phenomena of life, including
metabolism and mutation.

From the creation of half-living microbes in the test tube to charting the earliest histories of genetic
engineering, Radium and the Secret of Life highlights previously unknown interconnections between the
history of the early radioactive sciences and the sciences of heredity. Equating the transmutation of radium
with the biological transmutation of living species, biologists saw in metabolism and mutation properties that
reminded them of the new element. These initially provocative metaphoric links between radium and life
proved remarkably productive and ultimately led to key biological insights into the origin of life, the nature
of heredity, and the structure of the gene. Radium and the Secret of Life recovers a forgotten history of the
connections between radioactivity and the life sciences that existed long before the dawn of molecular
biology.
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From reader reviews:

Cassandra Martin:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Radium and the Secret of Life will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

David Simpson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Radium and the Secret of Life. All
type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jesse Williams:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Radium and the Secret of Life publication
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still question Radium and the Secret of Life as good book not only by
the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so
do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Kristi Rowden:

This Radium and the Secret of Life is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Radium and the Secret of
Life in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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