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"The early history of New York is obscured in myth," observed the pseudonymous author of "The Story of
Manhattankind" in the first issue of The New Yorker (21 February 1925), "and to separate the purely
historical from the purely hysterical is no easy task."

The same must be said of the magazine itself. The purely historical remained hidden until The New Yorker's
archives were opened to scholars in the mid-nineties, although the hysterical--pure and otherwise--dominates
the anecdotes in memoirs of some of the magazine's original staff members.

Late in 1924 Harold Ross assembled a small staff to create a new kind of weekly humor magazine, a
"reflection in word and picture of metropolitan life . . . with gaiety, wit, and satire." His target audience was
affluent, local, educated sophisticates. This is the image he sold to Manhattan advertisers. By 1930 the
magazine could withstand the Depression even as its predecessors collapsed. In 1952 W. H. Auden declared
The New Yorker "the best comic magazine in existence." In 1994 no one disputed Tina Brown's claim that its
cartoons constitute "a sort of national treasure."

Drawing on archival records and works by major contributors Judith Yaross Lee traces how artists, writers,
and editors realized Ross's vision. This first scholarly history of The New Yorker chronicles the magazine's
efforts to define an editorial formula that appealed to readers more interested in Picasso's Paris than in Will
Rogers's Oklahoma. Lee recovers hundreds of still-funny cartoons, stories, and verses that were eclipsed
because The New Yorker was not indexed and because its editors, until 1969, refused to include a table of
contents. Also, she dispels cherished myths of the early years. Far from relying on a few insider wits, the
editors scoured unsolicited submissions for new artists and writers, honing every item and inviting new ones.
Misogynous in neither policy nor practice, the magazine cultivated women both as readers and contributors.
While the beleaguered Little Man staggered through tales of the war between the sexes, equally discouraged
women set their version of the battles into rhyme. Lee shows how The New Yorker's eminence in cartoons
blossomed as the captions were reduced to one line and as the subjects tweaked class and race prejudice,
ridiculed feminism and modernism, lampooned urban customs and types, and created new relations between
visual and verbal wit.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Olsen:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Defining New Yorker Humor (Studies in Popular Culture (Paperback)).

Alan Torrez:

The book Defining New Yorker Humor (Studies in Popular Culture (Paperback)) can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing
like a book Defining New Yorker Humor (Studies in Popular Culture (Paperback))? A number of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Defining New Yorker Humor (Studies in Popular Culture
(Paperback)) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the
enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Joyce Volz:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to you personally is Defining New Yorker Humor (Studies in Popular Culture
(Paperback)) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Jose Pina:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update
of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the Defining New Yorker Humor (Studies in Popular Culture (Paperback)) when you
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