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Much has been written about the seismic shifts in American culture and politics during the 1960s. Yet for all
the analysis of that turbulent era, its legacy remains unclear. In this elegantly written book, David Wyatt
offers a fresh perspective on the decade by focusing on the pivotal year of 1968. He takes as his point of
departure the testimony delivered by returning veteran John Kerry before the Senate Armed Services
Committee in 1971, as he imagined a time in the future when the word “Vietnam” would mean “the place
where America finally turned.” But turning from what, to what—and for better or for worse?

Wyatt explores these questions as he retraces the decisive moments of 1968—the Tet Offensive, the
McCarthy campaign, the assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy, the student revolt at
Columbia, the “police riot” at the Democratic Convention in Chicago, Lyndon Johnson’s capitulation, and
Richard Nixon’s ascendency to power. Seeking to recover the emotions surrounding these events as well as
analyze their significance, Wyatt draws on the insights of what Michael Herr has called “straight” and
“secret” histories. The first category consists of work by professional historians, traditional journalists,
public figures, and political operatives, while the second includes the writings of novelists, poets, New
Journalists, and memoirists.

The aim of this parallel approach is to uncover two kinds of truth: a “scholarly truth” grounded in the
documented past and an “imaginative truth” that occupies the more ambiguous realm of meaning. Only by
reckoning with both, Wyatt believes, can Americans come to understand the true legacy of the 1960s.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Ruiz:

The book untitled When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author
gives you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Paul Tirrell:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This When America Turned: Reckoning with
1968 is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Patsy Phan:

This When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this When America Turned:
Reckoning with 1968 can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life
as well as knowledge.

Richard Eby:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 as well as
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
When America Turned: Reckoning with 1968 to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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