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Traffic in Towns, also known as the Buchanan Report, is regarded as one of the most influential planning
documents of the twentieth century. The report reflected mounting concern about the impact on Britain’s
towns and cities of rapid growth in the ownership and use of motor vehicles. Its purpose was to evaluate
policy options for reducing the threat of traffic congestion to urban circulation and quality of life.

Two main conclusions were drawn from the report: firstly, the need for large-scale reconstruction to make
Britain’s cities fit for the ‘motor age’, including split-level megastructures and urban motorways; and
secondly, the simultaneous need to preserve parts of the city, especially residential areas as car-free zones or
‘environmental areas’.

 In Britain, successive governments drew back from implementing the full recommendations of the Study
Group, despite initial cross-party support. The prohibitive cost of city-centre redevelopment and motorway
construction meant a ‘comprehensive’ solution to the problem of urban traffic on Buchanan lines was never
attempted. However, local authorities in a variety of British cities, such as Glasgow, Leicester and Leeds
took up aspects of the Report. Internationally, too, the Report had a major impact in countries such as
Sweden, Italy and Australia.

In the longer term, the influence of the Report may be best judged by the incremental changes it set in train
such as pedestrianization of city centres, traffic calming, and other measures linked to Buchanan’s concept of
‘environmental areas’. In focusing attention on the effects of mass motorization on the urban environment
Traffic in Towns set the terms of debate for a generation, pre-figuring recent discussion about the car and
urban sustainability.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Evans:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called Traffic in Towns: A
Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History)?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Charles Frye:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Traffic in
Towns: A Study of the Long Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning
History).

Larry Hayes:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long
Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History) is simple to create you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book
in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robert Murphy:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Traffic in Towns: A Study of the Long
Term Problems of Traffic in Urban Areas (Studies in International Planning History) can be the response, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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