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Sicker explores the political history of the Middle East from antiquity to the Arab conquest from a
geopolitical perspective. He argues that there are a number of relatively constant environmental factors that
have helped condition-not determine-the course of Middle Eastern political history from ancient times to the
present. These factors, primarily, but not exclusively geography and topography, contributed heavily to
establishing the patterns of state development and interstate relations in the Middle East that have remained
remarkably consistent throughout the troubled history of the region.

In addition to geography and topography, the implications of which are explored in depth, religion has also
played a major political role in conditioning the pattern of Middle Eastern history. The Greeks first
introduced the politicization of religious belief into the region in the form of pan-Hellenism, which
essentially sought to impose Greek forms of popular religion and culture on the indigenous peoples of the
region as a means of solidifying Greek political control. This ultimately led to religious persecution as a state
policy. Subsequently, the Persian Sassanid Empire adopted Zoroastrianism as the state religion for the same
purpose and with the same result. Later, when Armenia adopted Christianity as the state religion, followed
soon after by the Roman Empire, religion and the intolerance it tended to breed became fundamental
ingredients, in regional politics and have remained such ever since. Sicker shows that the political history of
the pre-Islamic Middle East provides ample evidence that the geopolitical and religious factors conditioning
political decision-making tended to promote military solutions to political problems, making conflict
resolution through war the norm, with the peaceful settlement of disputes quite rare. A sweeping synthesis
that will be of considerable interest to scholars, students, and others concerned with Middle East history and
politics as well as international relations and ancient history.
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From reader reviews:

Merry Springs:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which improve
your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want
drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Pre-Islamic Middle East is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jennifer Garza:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. The Pre-Islamic Middle East can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those
short spare time problems.

Norma Eberhart:

The book untitled The Pre-Islamic Middle East contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her
idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the
new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget,
so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Joe Timmons:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Pre-Islamic Middle East can give
you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Pre-Islamic Middle East.
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