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The Great William is the first book to explore how seven renowned writers—Samuel Taylor Coleridge, John
Keats, Virginia Woolf, Charles Olson, John Berryman, Allen Ginsberg, and Ted Hughes—wrestled with
Shakespeare in the very moments when they were reading his work. What emerges is a constellation of
remarkable intellectual and emotional encounters.

Theodore Leinwand builds impressively detailed accounts of these writers’ experiences through their
marginalia, lectures, letters, journals, and reading notes. We learn why Woolf associated reading
Shakespeare with her brother Thoby, and what Ginsberg meant when referring to the mouth feel of
Shakespeare’s verse. From Hughes’s attempts to find a “skeleton key” to all of Shakespeare’s plays to
Berryman’s tormented efforts to edit King Lear, Leinwand reveals the palpable energy and conviction with
which these seven writers engaged with Shakespeare, their moments of utter self-confidence and profound
vexation. In uncovering these intense public and private reactions, The Great William connects major
writers’ hitherto unremarked scenes of reading Shakespeare with our own.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Williams:

The book The Great William: Writers Reading Shakespeare make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Great
William: Writers Reading Shakespeare to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
start and read a reserve The Great William: Writers Reading Shakespeare. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Henry Hedrick:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Great William: Writers Reading Shakespeare is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Melissa Broussard:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Great William: Writers Reading
Shakespeare that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react in
the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, it is possible to pick The Great William: Writers Reading Shakespeare become your current
starter.

William Kozak:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top listing in your reading list is definitely The Great William: Writers Reading Shakespeare. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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