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This book delves into how we come to terms with ourselves, with other people, and with the world in
general. It is about how we come to be what we are, and to think the way we do. It is a book about influences
on this process. A particular influence to which Smith gives central consideration is language, not just in
terms of the communicative networks in which it engages us--the “information” that presents itself to us--but
in the largely unsuspected framework for thought that lies within language itself. He also considers deeply
the role of technology.
 
This is a book of description, not of explanations--these are two quite different intellectual territories. Smith
writes about what can be observed, not philosophized about. Thus he does not discuss the inner workings of
the human brain. His claim is that what he is interested in--thinking, learning, understanding, remembering--
have never been found in the brain.  The aim is to describe the scope and limits for how we can be seen to
think, learn, understand, and remember--but not to “explain” such behavior by recourse to hypothetical inner
entities.
 
Ourselves speaks especially to educators. It outlines the possibilities and limitations inherent in all of us. It
delineates who we are, but also stresses that no two people are the same, that what we become depends on
our journeys in life and the people we encounter on the way. The formal part of learning that is called
education is particularly sensitive to the role of people who organize critical experiences for us, our teachers.
The brief summaries at the end of each chapter reinforce and highlight points that are of particular relevance
to teachers.
Researchers, professionals, and graduate students across the fields of literacy education, psychology of
reading, learning theory, human learning, educational psychology, and psycholinguistics will find this book
compelling.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Coffey:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Ourselves: Why We Are Who We
Are. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Samantha Bond:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Ourselves: Why We Are Who We Are, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Katie Duffy:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Ourselves: Why We Are Who We
Are publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only
for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Ourselves: Why We Are Who We Are as
good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge
book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Roland Collins:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update
of news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the Ourselves: Why We Are Who We Are when you desired it?
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