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A major biography—intimate, gripping, revelatory—of an artist who revolutionized American comedy.

Richard Pryor may have been the most unlikely star in Hollywood history. Raised in his family’s brothels, he
grew up an outsider to privilege. He took to the stage, originally, to escape the hard-bitten realities of his
childhood, but later came to a reverberating discovery: that by plunging into the depths of his experience, he
could make stand-up comedy as exhilarating and harrowing as the life he’d known. He brought that
trembling vitality to Hollywood, where his movie career—Blazing Saddles, the buddy comedies with Gene
Wilder, Blue Collar—flowed directly out of his spirit of creative improvisation. The major studios
considered him dangerous. Audiences felt plugged directly into the socket of life.

Becoming Richard Pryor brings the man and his comic genius into focus as never before. Drawing upon a
mountain of original research—interviews with family and friends, court transcripts, unpublished journals,
screenplay drafts—Scott Saul traces Pryor’s rough journey to the heights of fame: from his heartbreaking
childhood, his trials in the Army, and his apprentice days in Greenwich Village to his soul-searching
interlude in Berkeley and his ascent in the “New Hollywood” of the 1970s.

Becoming Richard Pryor illuminates an entertainer who, by bringing together the spirits of the black
freedom movement and the counterculture, forever altered the DNA of American comedy. It reveals that,
while Pryor made himself a legend with his own account of his life onstage, the full truth of that life is more
bracing still.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Dawson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Becoming Richard Pryor.

Teresa Laureano:

The book Becoming Richard Pryor can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Becoming Richard Pryor? Some of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Becoming Richard Pryor has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

James Fox:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is definitely Becoming Richard Pryor.

Doris Whobrey:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book
Becoming Richard Pryor we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be
creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life by this book Becoming Richard Pryor. You can more attractive than
now.
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