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Viewing the Iliad and myth through the lens of modern psychology, in Becoming Achilles: Child-Sacrifice,
War, and Misrule in the Iliad and Beyond, Richard Holway shows how the epic underwrites individual and
communal catharsis and denial. Sacrificial childrearing generates but also threatens agonistic, glory-seeking
ancient Greek cultures. Not only aggression but knowledge of sacrificial parenting must be purged.

Just as Zeus contrives to have threats to his regime play out harmlessly (to him) in the mortal realm, so the
Iliad dramatizes threats to Archaic and later Greek cultures in the safe arena of poetic performance. The epic
represents in displaced form destructive mother-son and father-daughter liaisons and resulting strife within
and between generations.

Holway calls into question the Iliad’s (and many scholars’) presentation of Achilles as a hero who speaks
truth to power, learns through suffering, and exemplifies kingly virtues that Agamemnon lacks. So too the
Iliad’s cathartic process, whether conceived as purging innate aggression or arriving at moral clarity. Instead,
Holway argues, Achilles (and Socrates) try to prove they are not what at bottom they experience themselves
to be—needy, defenseless children, who fear to acknowledge, much less speak out against, parents' use of
them to meet parents' needs.

What emerges from Holway’s analysis is not only a new reading of the Iliad, from its first word to its last,
but a revised account of the family dynamics underlying ancient Greek cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Davis:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this Becoming Achilles: Child-sacrifice, War, and Misrule in the
lliad and Beyond (Greek Studies: Interdisciplinary Approaches) to read.

Nicholas Mishler:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Becoming Achilles: Child-sacrifice,
War, and Misrule in the lliad and Beyond (Greek Studies: Interdisciplinary Approaches) is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Stephen Mosley:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Becoming Achilles: Child-sacrifice, War, and Misrule in the lliad and Beyond (Greek Studies:
Interdisciplinary Approaches) offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Dennis Bales:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Becoming Achilles: Child-
sacrifice, War, and Misrule in the lliad and Beyond (Greek Studies: Interdisciplinary Approaches) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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