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On the third day of Gettysburg, Robert E. Lee launched a magnificent attack. For pure pageantry it was
unsurpassed, and it also marked the centerpiece of the war, both time-wise and in terms of how the conflict
had turned a corner—from persistent Confederate hopes to impending Rebel despair. But Pickett’s Charge
was crushed by the Union defenders that day, having never had a chance in the first place.

The Confederacy’s real “high tide” at Gettysburg had come the afternoon before, during the swirling
conflagration when Longstreet’s corps first entered the battle, when the Federals just barely held on. The
foremost Rebel spearhead on that second day of the battle was Barksdale’s Mississippi brigade, which
launched what one (Union) observer called the "grandest charge that was ever seen by mortal man.”

Barksdale’s brigade was already renowned in the Army of Northern Virginia for its stand-alone fights at
Fredericksburg. On the second day of Gettysburg it was just champing at the bit to go in. The Federal left
was not as vulnerable as Lee had envisioned, but had cooperated with Rebel wishes by extending its Third
Corps into a salient. Hood’s crack division was launched first, seizing Devil’s Den, climbing Little Round
Top, and hammering in the wheatfield.

Then Longstreet began to launch McLaws’ division, and finally gave Barksdale the go-ahead. The
Mississippians, with their white-haired commander on horseback at their head, utterly crushed the peach
orchard salient and continued marauding up to Cemetery Ridge. Hancock, Meade, and other Union generals
desperately struggled to find units to stem the Rebel tide. One of Barksdale’s regiments, the 21st Mississippi,
veered off from the brigade in the chaos, rampaging across the field, overrunning Union battery after battery.
The collapsing Federals had to gather men from four different corps to try to stem the onslaught.

Barksdale himself was killed at the apex of his advance. Darkness, as well as Confederate exhaustion, finally
ended the day’s fight as the shaken, depleted Federal units on their heights took stock. They had barely held
on against the full ferocity of the Rebels, on a day that decided the fate of the nation. Barksdale’s Charge
describes the exact moment when the Confederacy reached its zenith, and the soldiers of the Northern states
just barely succeeded in retaining their perfect Union.

Phillip Thomas Tucker, Ph.D. Has authored or edited over 20 books on various aspects of the American
experience, especially in the fields of Civil War, Irish, African-American, Revolutionary, and Southern
history. A native of St. Louis, Missouri, he has earned three degrees in American history, including a Ph.D.
From St. Louis University in 1990. For over two decades, Dr. Tucker served as a military historian for the
U.S. Air Force. He currently lives in the vicinity of Washington, DC.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Barksdale's
Charge: The True High Tide of the Confederacy at Gettysburg, July 2, 1863. All type of book is it possible to
see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Regina Noble:

This book untitled Barksdale's Charge: The True High Tide of the Confederacy at Gettysburg, July 2, 1863
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your
list.

Fran Short:

The book Barksdale's Charge: The True High Tide of the Confederacy at Gettysburg, July 2, 1863 has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Gerald McMullen:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. Barksdale's Charge: The True High Tide of the Confederacy at Gettysburg, July 2, 1863 can be your
answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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