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It was a year packed with unsettling events. The Panic of 1857 closed every bank in New York City, ruined
thousands of businesses, and caused widespread unemployment among industrial workers. The Mormons in
Utah Territory threatened rebellion when federal troops approached with a non-Mormon governor to replace
Brigham Young. The Supreme Court outraged northern Republicans and abolitionists with the Dred Scott
decision ("a breathtaking example of judicial activism"). And when a proslavery minority in Kansas
Territory tried to foist a proslavery constitution on a large antislavery majority, President Buchanan reneged
on a crucial commitment and supported the minority, a disastrous miscalculation which ultimately split the
Democratic party in two.
In America in 1857, eminent American historian Kenneth Stampp offers a sweeping narrative of this eventful
year, covering all the major crises while providing readers with a vivid portrait of America at mid-century.
Stampp gives us a fascinating account of the attempt by William Walker and his band of filibusters to
conquer Nicaragua and make it a slave state, of crime and corruption, and of street riots by urban gangs such
as New York's Dead Rabbits and Bowery Boys and Baltimore's Plug Uglies and Blood Tubs. But the focus
continually returns to Kansas. He examines the outrageous political frauds perpetrated by proslavery
Kansans, Buchanan's calamitous response and Stephen Douglas's break with the President (a rare event in
American politics, a major party leader repudiating the president he helped elect), and the whirl of
congressional votes and dramatic debates that led to a settlement humiliating to Buchanan--and devastating
to the Democrats.
1857 marked a turning point, at which sectional conflict spun out of control and the country moved rapidly
toward the final violent resolution in the Civil War. Stampp's intensely focused look at this pivotal year
illuminates the forces at work and the mood of the nation as it plummeted toward disaster.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Larrick:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The America in 1857: A Nation on the Brink
is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Joshua Atkins:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among
the books in the top listing in your reading list will be America in 1857: A Nation on the Brink. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Eulalia Perry:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually America in 1857: A Nation on
the Brink.

Stephanie Hopkins:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book America in 1857: A Nation on the Brink to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion
about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and
examine it. Beside that the reserve America in 1857: A Nation on the Brink can to be your new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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