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One of America's great novelists, William Faulkner was a writer deeply rooted in the American South. In
works such as The Sound and the Fury, As I Lay Dying, Light in August, and Absalom, Absalom! Faulkner
drew powerfully on Southern themes, attitudes, and atmosphere to create his own world and place--the
mythical Yoknapatawpha County--peopled with quintessential Southerners such as the Compsons,
Sartorises, Snopes, and McCaslins. Indeed, to a degree perhaps unmatched by any other major twentieth-
century novelist, Faulkner remained at home and explored his own region--the history and culture and people
of the South. Now, in William Faulkner and Southern History, one of America's most acclaimed historians
of the South, Joel Williamson, weaves together a perceptive biography of Faulkner himself, an astute
analysis of his works, and a revealing history of Faulkner's ancestors in Mississippi--a family history that
becomes, in Williamson's skilled hands, a vivid portrait of Southern culture itself.
Williamson provides an insightful look at Faulkner's ancestors, a group sketch so brilliant that the family
comes alive almost as vividly as in Faulkner's own fiction. Indeed, his ancestors often outstrip his characters
in their colorful and bizarre nature. Williamson has made several discoveries: the Falkners (William was the
first to spell it "Faulkner") were not planter, slaveholding "aristocrats"; Confederate Colonel Falkner was not
an unalloyed hero, and he probably sired, protected, and educated a mulatto daughter who married into
America's mulatto elite; Faulkner's maternal grandfather Charlie Butler stole the town's money and
disappeared in the winter of 1887-1888, never to return. Equally important, Williamson uses these stories to
underscore themes of race, class, economics, politics, religion, sex and violence, idealism and Romanticism-
-"the rainbow of elements in human culture"--that reappear in Faulkner's work. He also shows that, while
Faulkner's ancestors were no ordinary people, and while he sometimes flashed a curious pride in them,
Faulkner came to embrace a pervasive sense of shame concerning both his family and his culture. This he
wove into his writing, especially about sex, race, class, and violence, psychic and otherwise.
William Faulkner and Southern History represents an unprecedented publishing event--an eminent historian
writing on a major literary figure. By revealing the deep history behind the art of the South's most celebrated
writer, Williamson evokes new insights and deeper understanding, providing anyone familiar with Faulkner's
great novels with a host of connections between his work, his life, and his ancestry.
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From reader reviews:

John Long:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this William Faulkner and Southern History.

Paul Hill:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book William Faulkner and Southern History was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book William Faulkner and Southern History
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that.

Patricia Carter:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal
or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this William Faulkner and Southern History can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Gary Collis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is William
Faulkner and Southern History.
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