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Far from a monolithic block of diehard slave states, the South in the eight decades before the Civil War was,
in William Freehling's words, "a world so lushly various as to be a storyteller's dream." It was a world where
Deep South cotton planters clashed with South Carolina rice growers, where the egalitarian spirit sweeping
the North seeped down through border states already uncertain about slavery, where even sections of the
same state (for instance, coastal and mountain Virginia) divided bitterly on key issues. It was the world of
Jefferson Davis, John C. Calhoun, Andrew Jackson, and Thomas Jefferson, and also of Gullah Jack, Nat
Turner, and Frederick Douglass.
Now, in the first volume of his long awaited, monumental study of the South's road to disunion, historian
William Freehling offers a sweeping political and social history of the antebellum South from 1776 to 1854.
All the dramatic events leading to secession are here: the Missouri Compromise, the Nullification
Controversy, the Gag Rule ("the Pearl Harbor of the slavery controversy"), the Annexation of Texas, the
Compromise of 1850, and the Kansas-Nebraska Act. Freehling vividly recounts each crisis, illuminating
complex issues and sketching colorful portraits of major figures. Along the way, he reveals the surprising
extent to which slavery influenced national politics before 1850, and he provides important reinterpretations
of American republicanism, Jeffersonian states' rights, Jacksonian democracy, and the causes of the
American Civil War.
But for all Freehling's brilliant insight into American antebellum politics, Secessionists at Bay is at bottom
the saga of the rich social tapestry of the pre-war South. He takes us to old Charleston, Natchez, and
Nashville, to the big house of a typical plantation, and we feel anew the tensions between the slaveowner and
his family, the poor whites and the planters, the established South and the newer South, and especially
between the slave and his master, "Cuffee" and "Massa." Freehling brings the Old South back to life in all its
color, cruelty, and diversity. It is a memorable portrait, certain to be a key analysis of this crucial era in
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Morris:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible The Road to
Disunion: Secessionists at Bay, 1776-1854: Volume I? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ann Davis:

The actual book The Road to Disunion: Secessionists at Bay, 1776-1854: Volume I will bring that you the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Road to Disunion: Secessionists at Bay,
1776-1854: Volume I is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jeanne Newman:

This The Road to Disunion: Secessionists at Bay, 1776-1854: Volume I is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can
state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Road to Disunion: Secessionists at Bay, 1776-1854: Volume I in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world
in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt that will?

Gerardo Roney:

Beside this specific The Road to Disunion: Secessionists at Bay, 1776-1854: Volume I in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Road to Disunion: Secessionists at Bay, 1776-1854:
Volume I because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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