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This book shows how Rwanda’s development model and the organisation of genocide are two sides of the
same coin. In the absence of mineral resources, the elite organised and managed the labour of peasant
producers as efficient as possible. In order to stay in power and benefit from it, the presidential clan chose a
development model that would not change the political status quo. When the latter was threatened, the elite
invoked the preservation of group welfare of the Hutu, called for Hutu unity and solidarity and relied on the
great mass (rubanda nyamwinshi) for the execution of the genocide. A strategy as simple as it is horrific. The
genocide can be regarded as the ultimate act of self-preservation through annihilation under the veil of self-
defense.            

Why did tens of thousands of ordinary people massacred tens of thousands other ordinary people in Rwanda
in 1994? What has agricultural policy and rural ideology to do with it?  What was the role of the Akazu, the
presidential clan around president Habyarimana?  Did the civil war cause the genocide? And what insights
can a political economy perspective offer ?

Based on more than ten years of research, and engaging with competing and complementary arguments of
authors such as Peter Uvin, Alison Des Forges, Scott Strauss, René Lemarchand, Filip Reyntjens, Mahmood
Mamdani and André Guichaoua, the author blends economics, politics and agrarian studies to provide a new
way of understanding  the nexus between development and genocide in Rwanda. Students and practitioners
of development as well as everyone interested in the causes of violent conflict and genocide in Africa and
around the world will find this book compelling to read.
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From reader reviews:

Toby Terry:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Peasants in Power: The Political Economy of Development and Genocide in Rwanda, you are able to tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a e-book.

Albert Fragoso:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Peasants in Power: The Political Economy
of Development and Genocide in Rwanda, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Patrick Bodin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Peasants in Power: The
Political Economy of Development and Genocide in Rwanda.

Deborah Lacey:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Peasants in Power: The Political Economy of Development and Genocide in Rwanda when
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