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In this book, the noted intellectual historian Frank Ankersmit provides a systematic account of the problems
of reference, truth, and meaning in historical writing. He works from the conviction that the historicist
account of historical writing, associated primarily with Leopold von Ranke and Wilhelm von Humboldt, is
essentially correct but that its original idealist and romanticist idiom needs to be translated into more modern
terms. Rehabilitating historicism for the contemporary philosophy of history, he argues, "reveals the basic
truths about the nature of the past itself, how we relate to it, and how we make sense of the past in historical
writing."

At the heart of Ankersmit's project is a sharp distinction between interpretation and representation. The
historical text, he holds, is first and foremost a representation of some part of the past, not an interpretation.
The book's central chapters address the concept of historical representation from the perspectives of
reference, truth, and meaning. Ankersmit then goes on to discuss the possible role of experience in the
history writing, which leads directly to a consideration of subjectivity and ethics in the historian's practice.
Ankersmit concludes with a chapter on political history, which he maintains is the "basis and condition of all
other variants of historical writing." Ankersmit's rehabilitation of historicism is a powerfully original and
provocative contribution to the debate about the nature of historical writing.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Jones:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Meaning, Truth, and Reference in
Historical Representation will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book
or suitable book with you?

Kim Bogdan:

The book Meaning, Truth, and Reference in Historical Representation has a lot of information on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Herlinda Jerkins:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Meaning, Truth, and Reference in Historical Representation your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The Meaning, Truth, and Reference in Historical Representation giving
you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better
life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Michael Grammer:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Meaning, Truth, and Reference in
Historical Representation is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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