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Mark Twain towered above the American literary landscape. With a worldwide fame greater than that of
statesmen, scientists, or entertainers, Twain was in his own words "the most conspicuous man on the planet."
Now, in this wonderful recounting of his career, Larzer Ziff offers an incisive, illuminating look at one of the
giants of American letters.
Mark Twain emerges in this book as something of a paradox. His humor made him rich and famous, but he
was unhappy with the role of humorist. He satirized the rapacious economic practices of his society, yet was
caught up in those very practices himself. He was a literary genius who revolutionized the national literature,
yet was unable to resist whatever quirky notion or joke that crossed his mind, often straying from his plot or
contradicting his theme. Ziff offers a lively account of Twain's early years, explores all his major fiction, and
concludes with a consideration of his craftsmanship and his strength as a cultural critic. He offers particularly
telling insight into Twain's travel writings, providing for example an insightful account of Following the
Equator, perhaps Twain's most underrated work. Throughout the book, Ziff examines Twain's writings in
light of the literary cultures of his day--from frontier humorists to Matthew Arnold--and of parallel literary
works of his time--comparing, for example, A Connecticut Yankee with major utopian works of the same
decade. Thus the book is both a work of literary criticism and of cultural history.
Compact and sparkling, here then is an invaluable introduction to Mark Twain, capturing the humor and the
contradictions of America's most beloved writer.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Moffett:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies
Series) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Mary Richards:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series)
reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing
skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series) as
good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain
book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Larry Jones:

This Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series) is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal
it information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Mark Twain (Lives and
Legacies Series) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single.
We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already
do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Flor Rieke:

You can get this Mark Twain (Lives and Legacies Series) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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